
English Language Arts  
 
Our English syllabus is based on the California Common Core Standards. 

The standards establish guidelines for English language arts (ELA). Because students must 
learn to read, write, speak, listen, and use language effectively in a variety of content 
areas, the standards promote the literacy skills and concepts required for college and 
career readiness in multiple disciplines. 

The College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards form the backbone of the 
ELA/literacy standards by articulating core knowledge and skills, while grade-specific 
standards provide additional specificity. 
 
The skills and knowledge captured in the ELA/literacy standards are designed to prepare 
students for life outside the classroom. They include critical-thinking skills and the ability 
to closely and attentively read texts in a way that will help them understand and enjoy 
complex works of literature. Students will learn to use cogent reasoning and evidence 
collection skills that are essential for success in college, career, and life. The standards also 
lay out a vision of what it means to be a literate person who is prepared for success in the 
21st century. 
 
 
 
 

➢ The standards are divided to four strands 

 
 Reading: The reading focus is on literary texts and informational texts. The 

standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that 

students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Students 

advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-

specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings 

mastered in preceding grades. 

 Writing: The focus is on writing narrative texts, informative texts, and 

opinion texts. 

The standards offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that 
students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Each 
year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication 
in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the 
development and organization of ideas. Students advancing through the 
grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and 
retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding 
grades. The expected growth in student writing ability is reflected both in 
the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing 
samples. 



 Speaking and Listening: The focus ensures that students gain adequate 

mastery of a range of skills and applications, such as to participate in 

collaborative conversations with diverse partners. Students advancing 

through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific 

standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered 

in preceding grades. 

 Language (Spelling/Vocabulary/Grammar): The standards offer a focus for 

instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of 

a range of skills and applications. Students advancing through the grades 

are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or 

further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding 

grades. Certain elements important to reading, writing, and speaking and 

listening are included in those strands to help provide a coherent set of 

expectations for those modes of communication.  

 


